A convenient TLC method for the identification of local anesthetics.
A TLC method for the separation of seven local anesthetics and the related antiarrhythmic drug procainamide was developed. Spraying the plates with cobalt(II) thiocyanate solution, followed by spraying with Ehrlich's reagent allowed a clear distinction between the drugs, except for the couple articaine/prilocaine. Articaine could be distinguishedfrom prilocaine and other local anesthetics by a colour reaction with copper(II) sulphate solution.